
CPMSM (Certified Professional in Municipal Stormwater Management) is a professional certifi-
cation regarding the regulation, administration, and management of municipal stormwater pro-
grams including experience and responsibilities for coordination of National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) and Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) programs.  
CPMSM Professionals satisfy educational and substantial experience standards, adhere to a 
code of ethics, pass a rigorous qualifying exam, and maintain expertise through a continuing 
professional development program.

CPMSM certification distinguishes individuals who are qualified to develop, implement, manage 
and coordinate a Municipal Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) to achieve and maintain 
compliance in conformance with applicable NPDES MS4 regulations and permits.  

Earning CPMSM Certification demonstrates individuals have mastered an understanding and 
ability to apply rules and regulations and manage programs related to stormwater management 
related to municipal programs.

CPMSM represents an understanding and thorough knowledge of:

• Control Measure selection and design   
 consideration
• Effluent Limitations
• Discharges to impaired waters and/or   
 related to an approved TMDL
• Stormwater pollutants

• Coverage under MS4 Permits
• NPDES MS4 Permit requirements
• NPDES MS4 Permit Minimum Control  
 Measures*
• MS4 program management
• Stormwater Program Funding
• Audits, Inspections, and Evaluations

CPMSM
Certified Professional In Municipal Stormwater Management



BENEFITS OF CPMSM CERTIFICATION

The CPMSM program addresses all areas typically involved in the coordination of an MS4 storm-
water management program (SWMP). The two key components of this program include: man-
agement and implementation of the SWMP. 

A CPMSM's specialized knowledge of the NPDES MS4 permit makes them an invaluable asset to 
any stormwater program team. Their expertise ensures that the MS4 remains compliant with all 
permit requirements.  Inclusion of a CPMSM ensures the highest quality of program management 
and stormwater protection. 

Professional certifications such as CPMSM, illustrate excellence in technical achievement and are 
recognized by peers, present and prospective employers, clients, and government agencies.

CANDIDATE REQUIREMENTS

*MS4 Permit Minimum Control Measures include Public Education and Outreach, Public Involve-
ment and Participation, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Runoff 
Control, Post Construction Runoff Control, and Good Housekeeping and Pollution Prevention

Education

Education Credit

High School Diploma or GED Required: Yes
College Diploma Required: No
Required Total Professional Experience / Education 
Credit (min.): 5 years

Associate** (Science, Planning, or 
Construction Management) 1 year / .⁵ year

No degree but Professional License 
(PE, LA, PG, PH)* 3 years 

Bachelors Degree** (Science, Planning, 
or Construction Mgmt. areas) 3 years / 1.5 years 

Graduate (All of the above areas or 
Law)*** 4 years 

In Training Certifications

In Training Program Offered
Required Total Experience (min.): 2 years

Certified Professional in Municipal Stormwater ManagementCPMSMTM TM • Possess a high school diploma (or equivalent)
 • At least five (5) years of relevant educa-  
  tional and/or professional experience.
 • Individuals having an applicable college   
  degree may receive educational credit for  
  their education
 • Individuals having a minimum of two (2)  
  years  of qualifying education and/or work  
  experience may qualify for In-Training (IT)  
  status.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES REVIEWS

CPMSM General Principles Review Courses are 
available In-Person at special events and upon 
request.  Exams can be taken In Person at special 
events or at third-party testing facilities

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For more information about ECI Professional Certifications, please visit www.envirocert.org, 
email info@envirocert.org, refer to the QR code below or contact ECI at (279) 888-6911.


