
CPISM (Certified Professional in Industrial Stormwater Management) recognizes experts managing 
stormwater discharges in industrial settings and assisting with compliance of the Federally mandated 
Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP). CPISMs embrace and understand the science of mitigating and 
remediating pollutant discharges, both stormwater and air-borne, from industrial facilities.  CPISM 
Professionals satisfy educational and substantial experience standards, adhere to a code of ethics, pass 
a rigorous qualifying exam, and maintain expertise through a continuing professional development 
program.

The CPISM Professional Certification specializes in the design and implementation of stormwater plans, 
conducts inspections, monitor water quality, and ensures regulatory compliance for industrial sites.  
Their specialized training, comprehensive knowledge, and understanding of industrial practices help 
industrial sectors navigate complex regulatory requirements and reduce environmental impact. 

The CPISM certification affirms a professional passing the exam has a detailed and in-depth knowledge 
and understanding of the following concepts for industrial sites and professional practice:

• MSGP permit coverage guidelines and    
 requirements
• Eligibility under the MSGP
• Effluent and pollutant control measures   
 and limitations
• Compliance, violations, and corrective    
 action measures
• Maintenance and good housekeeping
• Discharge sources and outfall locations
• Appropriate sampling and testing procedures

• Mitigation design elements
• Preparing Stormwater Pollution  Pre-   
 vention Plans (SWPPPs) and monitoring
• Development of Management      
 Practices (MPs) and measures      
 that reduce and prevent industrial     
 stormwater discharges
• Post construction / expansion      
 MPs and Low Impact Develop-     
 ment (LID) methods and practices
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BENEFITS OF CPISM CERTIFICATION

The CPISM certification identifies professionals with a high level of experience, training, and 
technical knowledge in this specialized field.  Due to the unique knowledge of industrial activi-
ties and the MSGP, a CPISM is valuable to industries as a member of their stormwater team and 
ensures the stormwater elements, both quality and quantity, meet regulations, are permitted 
properly, perform exceptionally, and stay compliant throughout the facility’s permit life.

Professional certifications such as CPISM, illustrate excellence in technical achievement and are 
recognized by peers, present and prospective employers, clients, and government agencies.

CANDIDATE REQUIREMENTS

 • Possess a high school diploma (or equivalent)
 • At least seven (7) years of relevant educational and/or professional experience.
 • Individuals having an applicable college degree may receive educational credit for their education
 • Individuals having a minimum of two (2) years of qualifying education and/or work experience  
  may qualify for In-Training (IT) status. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES REVIEWS AND EXAMS

In Training Certifications

In Training Program Offered
Required Total Experience (min.): 2 years

Education

Education Credit

High School Diploma or GED Required: Yes
College Diploma Required: No
Required Total Professional Experience / Education 
Credit (min.): 7 years

Associate** (Science, Planning, or 
Construction Management) 1 year / .5 year

No degree but Professional License 
(PE, LA, PG, PH)* 4 years 

Bachelors Degree** (Science, Planning, 
or Construction Mgmt. areas) 4 years / 2 years 

Graduate (All of the above areas or 
Law)*** 5 years 
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CPISM General Principles Review Courses are 
available In-Person at special events and upon 
request.  Exams can be taken In Person at special 
events or at third-party testing facilities

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For more information about ECI Professional Certifications, please visit 
www.envirocert.org, email info@envirocert.org, refer to the QR code below or 
contact ECI at (279) 888-6911.


